MADOC TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Regular Meeting                                           12:00 Noon                                        March 1, 2010

Present – Reeve R. Sager, Deputy Reeve M. Sniderhan, Councillors C. Robinson, L. Blackburn, 

                 R. Rowe

· Treasurer Christine Mitchell

· Road Superintendent Larry Wood

· Fire Chief Darren Morrison

Also Attending – Janet Richards (Community Press); Diane Sherman (EMC – The Shield)

· Arnold MacLauchlan (Mac 5)

· Ray Gupta, Wally Gupta, Wayne Wilson, Lennis Trotter

· Warden JoAnne Albert, County Treasurer Susan Horwood

Reeve Sager called the meeting to order at 12:05.

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.

Sniderhan-Robinson – that the minutes of the February meeting be adopted as circulated.  Carried.

The Treasurer reported on the financial status of the municipality.  Mrs. Mitchell advised that she would be commencing the interim tax billing following the meeting.  The Treasurer further referenced payment Certificate #5 for the Cooper Barry Road reconstruction project in the amount of approximately $121,000.00.  She indicated that, since there was some concern over the Barry Road surface that had been part of the project, Council may wish to reduce the payment to keep enough holdback should the entire road require resurfacing.  She indicated in her report that Greer Galloway had recommended $60,000.00 holdback.  

The Road Superintendent indicated that, should the total road require repair it is 5.4 km. in length and may be closer to $90,000.00 to fix.
Sniderhan-Blackburn- that the Township adjust the amount of payment in Certificate #5 to ensure that a total of $90,000.00 is reserved for holdback until the Barry Road issue is resolved.  Carried.

Christine Mitchell further advised Council that, as a result of the benefit dance held at the Hall this past weekend, a portion of the proceeds in the amount of $336.70 should be added to the voucher, payable to Scott and Bobbie Jo Blackburn.

Robinson-Rowe – that the $336.70 be added to the voucher for payment.  Carried.

Treasurer Mitchell also reviewed the current cost of hall rentals and cost of drinks at licensed functions and asked that Council consider increases in both areas to offset the increased operating costs of the hall as well as the effect of HST on the cost.

Robinson-Sniderhan – that the rental rates for the Recreation Centre be increased to $270.00 for prime time rental; $85.00(unlicenced), $165.00(licenced) for Sunday to Thursday; non-profit and charities to $165.00 (Friday or Saturday), $35.00 (Monday-Thursday) and drink prices for liquor, beer, wine and coolers be raised to $4.00.  Carried.
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Road Superintendent Larry Wood attended Council.  He provided two quotations for tree removal on Dingman and Mackenzie Streets.

Rowe-Sniderhan – that the Road Superintendent proceed with the tree removal at the price of $997.50 quoted by Love’s Tree Removal.  Carried.

Blackburn-Robinson – that the Road Superintendent proceed to obtain quotations for rented equipment with a minimum liability insurance of $2 million as well as proof of compensation or a clearance certificate as well as obtaining quotations for the supply and delivery of winter sand requirements for 2010/2011.  Carried.

Blackburn-Sniderhan – approve the report of the Animal Control Officer as presented.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that the minutes of the Centre Hastings Public Library Board meeting for February be approved as circulated.  Carried.

Robinson-Blackburn – that the minutes of the Madoc and District Recreation Centre be approved as circulated.  Carried.

Blackburn-Sager – that the Clerk write the Municipality of Centre Hastings to request that they schedule a meeting of the Landfill Site Committee to discuss outstanding issues such as recycling of used oil containers and the 2010 budget.  Carried.

Hastings County Warden JoAnne Albert attended Council accompanied by County Director of Finance Susan Horwood.  Rather than focus upon the priorities set by the County for the year, they explained that, in spite of member municipalities losing OMPF funding, the County itself also lost such funding and the associated uploading relief will not commence until 2014.

Arnold MacLauchlan attended Council on behalf of a group of individuals interested in establishing a convenience store and gas bar on the development property at the intersection of  Highways 7 and 62.  Firstly, he approached Council on an amount of GST he claimed was outstanding from an Agreement with the municipality for the development.

Sniderhan-Robinson – that the Township of Madoc pay the outstanding amount of $5125.00 for GST to Mac 5 Corporation.  Carried.

Mr. MacLauchlan continued his discussion with regard to the development at Highway 7 and 62; noting that it had taken considerable time to process the site plan submitted.  Reeve Sager indicated that this was, in part, due to the new Source Water Protection legislation that is being implemented but not currently complete.  The proposed gas bar is in such an area.  Mr. MacLauchlan asked that Council either approve it or reject it so he could proceed to the Ontario Municipal Board to appeal the decision.  Deputy Reeve Sniderhan asked the Clerk whether the proposal met the current municipal requirements.  The Clerk replied that it appeared to.  There are a number of agencies that deal with water and the environment.  Reeve Sager made it very clear to Mr. MacLauchlan that the proponent may be required, as a result of incoming Source Water Protection legislation, to modify or upgrade the installation and that the municipality could not be held liable for such requirements.  Mr. MacLauchlan said that he understood that. He had been 
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made aware of the concerns of the Quinte Conservation Authority as well as the Hastings County Planning staff and been given copies of correspondence in this regard.  Mr. MacLauchlan agreed and stressed that his clients were fully aware of the most modern installations in the field and they 
had no concerns.  He indicated that if one was to wait for legislation to be passed prior to development, there would be none.

Blackburn-Sniderhan – that the proposal for the convenience store/gas station be approved as per the preliminary site plan submitted and that the proponents proceed to obtain the required permits from the appropriate authorities for construction.  Carried.

Rowe-Blackburn – that the correspondence be received and filed by the Clerk.  Carried.

Fire Chief Darren Morrison attended Council to seek permission to replace the 1974 Dodge water tanker.  He advised that it has come to the end of its useful life and that it was necessary to replace it either by building a replacement on a cab and chassis or by purchasing one from a dealer.  He outlined how he envisioned some cost savings through building one.

Rowe-Blackburn – that the Fire Chief proceed to locate a suitable truck cab and chassis to construct a new fire tanker – such purchase price not to exceed $50,000.00.  Carried.

He also reviewed with Council the volunteer firefighters insurance.  He indicated there was some concern shown by some members that, should they suffer an injury during their duties as a volunteer, the insurance may not provide sufficient coverage.

Sniderhan-Blackburn- to increase the coverage for the volunteer firefighters as per the quotation received in the amount of $628.00.  Carried.

The Tri Area Medical Board request for funding assistance in covering the cost overruns of the medical centre facility was reviewed.  Deputy Reeve Sniderhan, who had considerable familiarity with the initial phases of the facility was asked to review the information provided to determine whether additional financial support from the Township of Madoc was justifiable.

He reviewed the situation with Council.  The Township of Madoc had committed only to a building costing $1.1 million.  The Medical Board had directed the Chair to reject all bids initially, as too expensive.  The Municipality of Centre Hastings advised that they would cover the additional costs to construct the $2.6 million facility with the additional two floors. Neither the Township of Madoc nor the Township of Tudor and Cashel were consulted prior to this decision. The cost overrun of $268,000.00 could have been offset by the’holdback’ provision of the project except that the Board chose to release the holdback to the contractors back in July of 2009 even with outstanding issues.  In spite of all of the figures provided and the calculations involved, Deputy Reeve Sniderhan indicated that the Township of Madoc, based upon the historical share apportioned to them may be responsible for an additional $22,726.99 of the cost overrun.

Blackburn-Rowe – that the Clerk write the Tri Area Medical Board to advise that the Township of Madoc is prepared to assist in the payment of such cost overruns associated with the construction of the Tri Area Medical Centre in the total amount of $25,000.00.  Carried.
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Robinson-Sniderhan – that the list of safety clothing required for the Roads Department employees be added to the Health and Safety Policy and, as such, purchased from the Road budget.  Carried.

Robinson-Rowe – that Council go into by-laws.  Carried.

1254-2010 – 3rd reading to rezone Pt. Lot 12, Con. 7

1255-2010 – 2 readings to rezone Pt. Lot 6, Con. 8

1256-2010 – 3 readings and passed to enter Gas Tax amending Agreement

Rowe-Robinson – that Council resume.  Carried.

The Clerk advised Council that he had received e-mail that indicated that Soundsorb may be used to increase the top of the berms at the Hunt Club.  The Clerk advised that he will have Quinte Conservation monitor this activity.

Sniderhan-Rowe – that Council adjourn.  Carried.

_________________________                                      __________________________

Reeve









Clerk

