MADOC TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Regular Meeting                                         7:30 p.m.                                    June 5, 2006

Present – Reeve R. Sager, Deputy Reeve M. Sniderhan, Councilors L. Blackburn, G. Hazlett, 

   L. Rollins

Also attending – Mr. Frank Fournier, Mrs. Joan Fournier, Mr. Stanley Parks, Mrs. Eileen Parks, Ms. Brenda Sandford, Mr. Randy Rowe, Judy Backus (Comm. Press)

Delegations – Mr. Les Shemrock (Reztel Communications)

· Mr. Rob Price (rep. Community Futures)

· Mrs. Darlene Rollins

Reeve Sager called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

Councilor Rollins advised that he would declare a conflict of interest with the delegations scheduled for 8:30 (Mrs. Darlene Rollins) and advised he would not participate in the proceedings.

Blackburn-Rollins – that the minutes of the 3 meetings held in May be approved as circulated. Carried.

Members of Council reviewed the report submitted by the Road Superintendent.

Sniderhan-Blackburn – that the Road Superintendent proceed with obtaining quotes for supply and delivery of winter sand.  Carried.

All members of Council reiterated that, should training be required for the new employees, the Road Superintendent should proceed as the Department Head, it is not the job of Council to arrange their training.

Hazlett-Rollins – that the report of the Chief Building Official be approved as circulated.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Hazlett  - that the report of the Animal Control Officer be adopted as circulated.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Hazlett – that the membership list of the Madoc Township Field Association be adopted as a committee of Council.  Carried.

Members of Council discussed the Landfill Site.  There is concern about the staff there checking each bag of household garbage with the ‘squeeze’ test.  There is concern that this may not be entirely accurate and, at a cost of $2.00 per bag, accuracy should be ensured.  It was also a concern whether staff was performing a similar ‘squeeze test’ on bags being picked up at curbside.  Councilors were assured that they were.

Sniderhan-Hazlett – that the Clerk advise the Director of Planning for the County of Hastings of Council’s participation in a study with the Municipality of Centre Hastings for septage disposal.  Carried.
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Correspondence was reviewed by Council. One item was obviously critical of a member of Council.  The member addressed the letter; indicating that he understood that constituents had their own viewpoints and comments.  He reiterated that he had been very careful in ensuring that he was not placing himself in a position of conflict of interest.

Blackburn-Rollins – that the minutes of the committee meetings be approved as presented.  Carried.

Mr. Les Shemrock of Reztel attended Council to solicit the support of Council for a proposed “line-of-sight” high speed internet system which would permit access to most residents of the municipality.  The proposal includes mounting relay transmitters on existing towers and municipal structures (ie. – water towers).  The initial cost per municipality is $8000.00.  According to Mr. R. Price, representing Community Futures Development Corp., 50% of this cost could be recovered from a grant from Community Futures.  Municipal offices would be linked on a ‘virtual private network’.  Council thanked Mr. Shemrock for his presentation and advised that they would consider his proposal.

Mrs. Darlene Rollins attended to determine what position Council had taken with respect to her previous presentation with respect to a property dispute.  She asked if the By-law which had closed part of Island Road at Cooper was legal.  Council asked that the Clerk clarify whether the By-law was legal.  He responded that it had been passed in open Council in 1988 but had not been registered until 1999.  The Deputy Reeve advised that the municipal solicitor had indicated that Council should not becom3e involved in this situation.  He further indicated that the Township will meet its responsibilities at such time as a final determination is made.

Sniderhan-Hazlett – that the Clerk provide all relevant information with respect to Mrs. Rollins matter to the municipal solicitor to render an opinion to Council.  Carried.

Rollins-Blackburn – that the accounts of the municipality be paid as indicated on the Voucher in the total amount of $336,289.69.  Carried.

Members of Council discussed the Development Charges study and subsequent recommendations.  Various members spoke about the benefit of development charges in protecting the taxpayers who have contributed to the current assets of the municipality.  They also spoke about the need to limit the amount of the Development Charge so as not to hamper development within the municipality.  Members of Council decided to consider the issue further and consult locally prior to reaching a decision.

Members of Council reviewed the applications for the summer student position.  The Clerk was provided with a list of successful candidates to contact regarding the position.

Sniderhan-Blackburn – go into By-laws.  Carried.

1154-2006 – rezone Pt. Lot 1, Conc 6 from Rural to Rural Residential Exception 7 – 3rd reading

1158-2006 – authorize Agreement between Twp. Of Madoc and Munic. Of Centre Hastings – 3 readings and passed
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Rollins-Hazlett – that Council resume.  Carried.

Rollins-Sniderhan – send a copy of the proposed Agreement for the septage treatment study to the municipality of Centre Hastings for review and comment prior to passing the enabling by-law.  Carried.

Blackburn-Sniderhan – that the two applications for Consent, B55/06 and B64/06, be approved as submitted.  Carried.

Rollins-Hazlett – that the rates for municipal goods and services remain unchanged in spite of the reduction in Goods and Services Tax.   Carried. 

Rollins-Sniderhan – that the Clerk prepare a covering letter and complete the required documentation in concert with the Community Futures Development Corporation for a Local Initiatives program grant for fundraising and other proposed activities for the ball park.

Reeve Sager brought to the attention of Council complaints from residents on Mill Road that some traffic is traveling at excessive speed through the residential area and fears have been expressed about the safety for children.  Councilor Rollins advised he would speak to Detachment Commander Valiquette of the O.P.P. about this.

Rollins-Blackburn – that the report of the Livestock Valuer be approve d for payment and that the charges as a result be invoiced to Mr. M. Rafiq.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Hazlett – that July Council meeting be moved to Monday, July 10 at 7:30 pm. Due to the July holiday and schedule conflicts.  Carried.

Rollins-Blackburn – that the Road Superintendent commence the process for the required repairs to the Fox Bridge.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Blackburn – that the Road Superintendent obtain tenders for the supply and delivery of a new tandem snowplow truck and sander.  Carried.

Hazlett-Sniderhan – that Council adjourn.  Carried.

__________________________                                              ____________________________

Reeve










Clerk

