MADOC TOWNSHIP COUNCIL

Regular Meeting                                               12:00 Noon                        April 4, 2011 

Present – Reeve R. Sager, Councillors C. Robinson, R. Rowe
Regrets – Deputy Reeve M. Sniderhan, Councillor L. Blackburn

Also attending – Treasurer C. Mitchell, Road Superintendent L. Wood
		Messrs. Charles Brownson, George Partridge

Delegation – Terry Murphy, Manager, Quinte Conservation
                     - Robert and Jean Watson

Reeve Sager called the meeting to order.

Robinson-Rowe – that the minutes of the regular meeting and road tour meeting be approved from the month of March.  Carried.

Treasurer C. Mitchell presented the voucher for March in the total amount of $143,495.32.

Robinson-Rowe – that the voucher for March be paid as circulated.  Carried.

Treasurer Mitchell also reported on the sale of dog tags and advised that staff intends to be more active in enforcing the dog tag by-law requirements this year.  She presented quotations for a new telephone system for the municipal office which requires upgrading because the system is no longer serviced by the manufacturer and staff is starting to have problems (dropped calls, poor reception).  Two quotes were reviewed.  Questions were raised as to the VOIP (voice over internet phone) and how it may compare.

Robinson-Sager – that the Treasurer obtain more information about the Phone Works quote particularly as it relates to the VOIP option.  Carried.

The Treasurer also expressed concern about the Arena Board minutes indicating that there is some consideration being given to having two employees of the arena being considered as full-time employees (of Centre Hastings) which could potentially have a significant effect on the Township of Madoc and its taxpayers with regard to the arena operations.

Road Superintendent Larry Wood attended Council.  He advised that he would like to switch over to a four-day week commencing on April 11.  He advised Council that they seemed to have located more waste in the roadside ditches this year.  He suggested that, since tires were no longer an item that was charged for at the landfill site, we find fewer of them in the ditches.
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Terry Murphy, Manager of Quinte Conservation attended Council to explain the 3.6% increase in the levy to Madoc Township.  He indicated that the actual general levy of the Authority is slightly lower but, because of the statistics provided by MPAC by which their levy is apportioned to the participating municipalities; some percentage increases occur as do some reductions in the amounts paid.  He advised that next year should be more clear since there will be no “special levy”.

Bob and Jean Watson attended Council with a written summary of their reason for attending.  They have, since 2004 been subjected to a number of incidents involving livestock or other animals running-at-large as a result of the limited care they suggest is being provided by their neighbour.  They indicated that, even should the fences be in good shape, sometimes the standard of care or the lack of feed, water, or attention to these livestock has caused them to stray.  Mrs. Watson added that others in her neighbourhood are aware of these issues and she feels it is only a matter of time before a serious accident is caused on Highway 62 as a result of stray animals.  She and her husband felt that they have done everything reasonable to try to convince their neighbours to improve the care and control of their animals but they are at their wits end and therefore have come to Council seeking relief.  Members of Council thanked them for their presentation.

Robinson-Rowe – that the Clerk send a letter to Messrs. Mohamed and Eric Rafiq  to express Council’s concern over the ongoing incidents respecting their neighbours and the care and control of their livestock.  Carried. 

Robinson-Rowe – that the report of the Animal Control Officer be accepted as presented.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that the report of the Chief Building Official be approved for the current month.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that the report of the By-law Enforcement Officer be accepted as circulated.  Carried.

Sager-Rowe – that the minutes of the Family Health Team be approved as presented.  Carried.

Robinson-Sager – that the minutes of the Madoc and District Recreation Centre be received.  Carried.

Robinson-Rowe – that the report of the Landfill Site Committee be accepted as circulated.  Carried.
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Sager- Robinson  - that the minutes of the Chamber of Commerce meeting be received.  Carried.

Council discussed the time and date of the next meeting of Council.  Due to the Federal election being held on May 2, 2011 and the Hall being required for such election, Council determined to have the next regular meeting on April 26, 2011 in the Madoc Township Recreation Centre.  A Finance Committee meeting will be held prior to the Council meeting to produce a preliminary budget proposal.  Members also agreed to meet at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 7, 2011 to review submissions for supply of sand and gravel this year.

Rowe-Robinson – that the report of the Livestock Valuer be approved.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that Council go into by-laws.  Carried.

1277-2011 – 3rd reading to rezone Pt. Lot 6, Con. 7 from RR to RR-9
1280-2011 – 3 readings, passed to establish stop signs at intersections
1281-2011 – 3 readings to authorize signature of BISC amending Agreement

Robinson-Rowe – that Council resume.  Carried.

Robinson-Rowe – that the Township advertise for a summer student to commence work after the long weekend in May.  Carried.

Mr. Tom Bruce was recognized by the Reeve and asked if he wished to address Council.
Mr. Bruce spoke to Council regarding a number of concerns he had with the operation of the municipal Roads Department and the condition of the Township roads.  He was critical of some of the recent construction practices undertaken particularly on Mill Road and O’Hara Road.  He suggested that the Township roads are improperly graded and that the equipment being used was not being properly used.  Council thanked him for his input and he took leave of the meeting.

Sager-Rowe – that Council move in camera pursuant to S. 239(2) of the Municipal Act.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that Council resume.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that Council adjourn.  Carried.



__________________________                                            _______________________________
Reeve												Clerk
