Madoc Township Council

Regular Meeting


   12:00 Noon


April 6, 2009

Present – Reeve R. Sager, Deputy Reeve M. Sniderhan, Councillors R. Rowe, C. Robinson,

                L. Blackburn

- Clerk Bill Lebow, Treasurer Christine Mitchell, Road Superintendent Larry Wood,

   Chief Building Official Brenda Reid

· Janet Richards (Community Press), Cindy Redding (Shield EMC)

· Ed Reynolds, Bev Burns – re:  application for kennel

· Keith Taylor, Mark Boone – Quinte Conservation – source water protection

· Pat Shannon – Centre Hastings Support Network Inc.

Blackburn-Rowe – that Council approve the minutes of the meetings of March, 2009.  Carried.

Councillor Robinson declared a potential conflict of interest with the proposals for purchase of computers and did not take part in the discussions.

Treasurer Christine Mitchell attended Council.  She advised that dog tag sales were up 80% over the same period last year.  This may have been as a result of advertising the penalty for late purchase of same.  Additional sales may be realized should the Animal Control Officer be authorized to go door to door.

Sniderhan-Robinson – that the Animal Control officer be authorized to sell tags door to door again this year.  Carried.

Blackburn-Robinson – that the accounts of the municipality be approved in the total amount of $171,069.21.  Carried.

Council fees for conferences were discussed.  The current system is currently considered taxable by CRA.  The option available is to provide receipts and be reimbursed for expenses incurred which is not taxable.

Robinson-Blackburn – that Council amend the system of reimbursement for conferences to require receipts and mileage to be submitted rather than a flat fee.  Carried.

Road Superintendent Larry Wood attended Council to report on his activities.  He noted that the roads are not in particularly good shape due to the Spring thaw and frost coming out.  He advised that the catalytic converter on the pickup is blocked and will require replacement.  He suggested that he would like to rent a brush chipper to assist in cleaning up along the roads.

Sniderhan-Robinson – that the Road Superintendent rent a brush chipper.  Carried.

Members of Council discussed receipt of a petition from residents on Woods Road.  The Road Superintendent advised that the road was gravelled two years ago and has been graded this year but, due to the Spring conditions, most roads require to be graded again.  He indicated that ditching is required but that some of the residents may not be pleased by ditching operations along their property.
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Sniderhan-Rowe – that the Clerk write Mr. Veerman to advise that the Road Superintendent will   

                               arrange a meeting with him to discuss options to alleviate problems on Woods   

                               Road.  Carried.

The Road Superintendent indicated that the unassumed road adjacent Hastings Lane has washed out again. Council advised that he should barricade access and take steps to remediate the situation.

The Road Superintendent provided Council with quotes he had obtained for a smaller plow truck.

Belleville Dodge (2007) - $45,000.00 + plow + sander + tarp

McKeown    (2009)
- $67,745.00

Hunter Ford (2009)
- $66,380.00

Quotes will be used for budgeting purposes.  A determination on purchase will be made at a later date.

Council established that a Spring Road Tour will be held on April 16, 2009.

Blackburn-Robinson – that the report of the Animal Control Officer be approved as presented.  Carried.

Chief Building Official Brenda Reid attended Council to advise that she has issued three Building Permits so far this year.  She further advised that she has been upgrading through various courses and would appreciate any financial assistance Council may wish to provide in this regard.  She referred to the Cheese Factory in Eldorado that has had some issues with the existing septic system and that a secondary system will be installed.  

Sniderhan-Rowe – that the Chief Building Official investigate the apparent construction activities on the Hunt Club Road property and report the findings to Council.  Carried.

Mr. Ed Reynolds and Ms. Bev Burns attended Council regarding an application made for a Kennel licence.  They advised that the dogs would be kept in their home primarily on a “rescue” basis.  The application is for the maximum of twenty dogs because the numbers may fluctuate dramatically when operating as a ‘rescue’.  They advised that they currently have 12 dogs on site.  Several of these dogs are “pugs” and cannot be kept in an outdoor kennel due to health issues.  Council was concerned that there may be other Provincial regulations that would apply to such an operation.  It was further pointed out that the application and subsequent explanation do not meet the requirements for a kennel as described in the municipal by-law.

Rowe-Sniderhan – that the application for a kennel as submitted by Reynolds/Burns be declined because the applicant does not meet the requirements of the by-law.  Carried.

Mr. Keith Taylor and Mr. Mark Boone of Quinte Conservation attended Council to advise Council of their activities in the Source Water Protection program.  They provided maps that indicated areas of influence of municipal wells.  They also indicated that they are working with local planning agencies since the protection of water supplies is critical and that there may be some effects on development in the area as a result of the source protection requirements.  Implementation is scheduled for 2012.
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Ms. Pat Shannon attended Council on behalf of the Centre Hastings Support Network Inc. to explain the proposed business plan to Council.  The plan is to use a small bus to provide a transit service in Madoc Township, Marmora and Lake, Stirling-Rawdon, Centre Hastings and Tweed.  The organization requested an equal amount from each municipality to operate this service.  Currently Centre Hastings Support Network Inc. and Centre Hastings Community Care both operate programs with volunteer drivers.  This plan would utilize a small bus which has been purchased with a one-time federal grant..  Members of Council asked a number of questions about the plan.  Ms. Shannon thanked Council for their time.

Blackburn-Robinson – that the minutes of the Family Health Team be approved as circulated.  Carried.

Rowe-Blackburn – that the minutes of the Centre Hastings Library Board for March be approved as presented.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Robinson – that the minutes of the Centre Hastings Recreation Centre Board be approved for March as circulated.  Carried.

Robinson-Blackburn – that the minutes of the Centre Hastings Medical Centre Board be approved as presented.  Carried.

Blackburn-Robinson – that Council receive the minutes from ‘Comfort Country’ as provided.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Rowe – that staff investigate the legality of the County of Hastings reserving $250,000.00 for each of the next three years from the Gas Tax intended for local infrastructure.  Carried.

Blackburn-Sniderhan – that the correspondence be received and filed.  Carried.

Blackburn-Robinson – that the Madoc Township Recreation Centre be provided to the Presbyterian Fund-D-Raisers at the non-profit rate of $150.00 for their Friday night rental.  Carried.

Blackburn-Robinson – that Council decline to provide funding for the Canada Day fireworks display this year.  Carried.

Sniderhan-Rowe – that the request from Centre Hastings Support Network Inc. for $9650.00 be declined based upon the information contained in the business plan submitted.  Carried.

Blackburn-Sniderhan – that the Township of Madoc reimburse the Chief Building Official a total of $900.00 for the Building Services and Structural Courses providing proof of completion and receipts are provided by the CBO.  Carried.

Blackburn-Rowe – that the Clerk proceed with purchase of computer upgrades as per the quotations received.  Carried.
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Sniderhan-Rowe – that Council go into by-laws.  Carried.

1232-2009 – 3rd reading to rezone Pt. Lot 26, Con. 5 from RU to RR

Sniderhan-Blackburn – that Council resume.  Carried.

Rowe-Robinson – that Council adjourn at 3:10 p.m.  Carried.

___________________________                                      _________________________ 

Reeve









Clerk

